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thoritative  interpretative  framework  in  which  subjects,  objects,  and  phenomena  acquire 
(new) meanings or, to put it linguistically, in which signifiers are tied to signifieds.  
































tive  experiences  and  knowledge.  Furthermore,  through  the  examination,  observation,  or 
classification activities of humanitarian missions, specific situations, objects, and social sub‐
jects are brought into being, for instance, an “acute food and livelihoods crisis” (RFSA 2008: 










































security)  situation  in  the  country.  The  information  about  North  Korea—gathered  after 




































































































































































































































































exemplifies  the  reduction  of  North  Korea’s  reality  to  shades  of  grey  (see  also  Hamilton 
1997).16 


















































within  the  humanitarian  and  diplomatic  communities”  regarding  North  Korea’s  food 






































































































ants,  who  went  to  the  DPRK  between  March  and April  2008  on  behalf  of  the  European 



































































































































































































































only  for  Central  and  South America, Africa,  and  most  parts  of Asia  (IFPRI  2009).  North 
America, Europe, Australia, South Korea and Japan are literally left blank, thereby raising 
questions about the reasons behind the omission of the measurement practices that are ap‐














































































































































































































WFP  (2005):  Emergency  Food  Security  Assessment  Handbook.  Rome:  World  Food  Pro‐
gramme. 
 GIGA German Institute of Global and Area Studies — Leibniz-Institut für Globale und Regionale Studien
Neuer Jungfernstieg 21  ￿  20354 Hamburg  ￿  Germany 
E-Mail: info@giga-hamburg.de  ￿  Website: www.giga-hamburg.de
All GIGA Working Papers are available free of charge at www.giga-hamburg.de/workingpapers. 
For any requests please contact: workingpapers@giga-hamburg.de.
Editor of the Working Paper Series: Juliane Brach
Recent Issues
No 121  Daniel Flemes and Thorsten Wojczewski: Contested Leadership in International Relations: 
Power Politics in South America, South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa; February 2010
No 120  Annegret Mähler: Nigeria: A Prime Example of the Resource Curse? Revisiting the Oil-
Violence Link in the Niger Delta; January 2010
No 119  Nicole Hirt: “Dreams Don’t Come True in Eritrea”: Anomie and Family Disintegration 
due to the Structural Militarization of Society; January 2010
No 118  Miriam Shabafrouz: Oil and the Eruption of the Algerian Civil War: A Context-sensitive 
Analysis of the Ambivalent Impact of Resource Abundance; January 2010
No 117  Daniel Flemes and Michael Radseck: Creating Multilevel Security Governance in South 
America; December 2009
No 116  Andreas Mehler: Reshaping Political Space? The Impact of the Armed Insurgency in the 
Central African Republic on Political Parties and Representation; December 2009
No 115  Malte Gephart: Contextualizing Conceptions of Corruption: Challenges for the Inter-
national Anti-corruption Campaign; December 2009
No 114  Andreas Mehler: The Production of Insecurity by African Security Forces: Insights from 
Liberia and the Central African Republic; November 2009
No 113  Miriam Shabafrouz: Iran’s Oil Wealth: Treasure and Trouble for the Shah’s Regime. A 
Context-sensitive Analysis of the Ambivalent Impact of Resource Abundance; November 
2009
No 112  Annegret Mähler: Oil in Venezuela: Triggering Violence or Ensuring Stability? A Context-
sensitive Analysis of the Ambivalent Impact of Resource Abundance; October 2009
No 111  Martin Beck: Oil-rent Boom in Iran?; October 2009 
No 110  Juliane Brach and Robert Kappel: Global Value Chains, Technology Transfer and Local 
Firm Upgrading in Non-OECD Countries; October 2009 
No 109  Heinz Jockers, Dirk Kohnert and Paul Nugent: The Successful Ghana Election of 2008 – a 
Convenient Myth? Ethnicity in Ghana’s Elections Revisited; September 2009
No 108  Sebastian Huhn: The Culture of Fear and Control in Costa Rica (II): The Talk of Crime and 
Social Changes; September 2009